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International Zone: A Brief Description of Activities from

the February 2017 Round Table Event
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The University of Fukui was pleased to have held the first
international zone at this year’s Round Table. Activities were
held at Fuzoku Elementary and Junior High Schools and the
University of Fukui on February 17-19, 2017. Participants
included 53 teachers, administrators, and educators from
eleven countries including Australia, Bhutan, Cambodia,
Columbia, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Malawi, the Philippines,
Uganda, United States of America, and, of course, Japan.

On Friday, participants learned about the University of
Fukui’s attached schools, Fuzoku Junior High School and
Fuzoku Elementary School. A presentation by Pauline
Mangulabnan described the schools’ philosophy, background,
and approach to professional development. Participants were
eager to connect these ideas to their own contexts during small
group discussions. In addition, participants attended two
classroom observations: a mathematics, English, or science
class at the junior high school and an elementary mathematics
class. Mr. Kinoshita (junior high science), Ms. Yanagi (junior
high music), Mr. Makita (junior high vice principal), and Ms.
Watanabe (elementary mathematics) were able to debrief
about the lessons and the inquiry-based teaching style at
Fuzoku.

N—hRy ZVFERR B

On Saturday, the international participants attended the
Round Table Symposium events. The morning began with a
presentation and small group discussions about the
Department of Professional Development of Teachers at the
University of Fukui. In the afternoon, the four educators from
Africa presented about their efforts around engaging in
Lesson Study since participating in the November 2016 JICA
— University of Fukui Knowledge Co-Creation Program.
After these presentations, participants joined Zone D to learn
about Lesson Study efforts in Japan. The day concluded with
small group discussions about the Symposium events.

On the final day, participants shared their practice reports
in small groups. Each group included educators from Japan as
well as a mix of other countries. The reports covered a wide
range of topics including project-based learning, special
education programs, challenges faced by administrators, and
classroom case studies. Participants commented that while
their contexts and roles were very different, there was
commonality in the challenges of creating productive learning
environments and meaningful educational experiences.
International participants commented that they learned a lot
from their international colleagues and from the experiences
in Fukui.

Personal Reflection: | believe that the feedback and
comments from participants reflect the success of this first
international zone. This event was a valuable springboard for
future events and collaboration. Beginning the event with a
school visit to Fuzoku was extremely valuable. Because of
this school visit, participants were constantly talking and
thinking about students and their experiences in classrooms.
As a co-facilitator of the international zone, | feel that
managing the event was challenging but it was a worthwhile
event for all participants. | would like to express my gratitude
for the teachers at Fuzoku for opening up their classrooms, the
participants who travelled long distances to come to Fukui,
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and the teacher trainees and my colleagues who helped plan
this event. In particular, thank you to Pauline Mangulabnan.
Without her, this event would not have been possible. I am
sincerely looking forward to future International Round
Tables.
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Round Tables:
Summer Sessions 2017
for Reflective Practice
and Organizational Learning
in University of Fukui
‘ gl

For Communities of Practice and Reflection, since 2001

RV w9 R5F—T )
2017 summer sessions
6/23(fri) 17:30-18:40

24(sat) 13:00-17:40
25(sun) 8:20-14:00
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6/25(sun) 8:20-14:00
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