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The October Conference was a fun opportunity to
learn and interact with my fellow DPDT students. In both
of my groups we enjoyed discussing various projects that
we are each working on, but the topic that stands out most
in my mind is that of “gaps”. As this month’s topic was all
about getting past generations, | thought it appropriate that
we discussed generation gaps.

One of the members in my morning group talked
about his recent discovery related to generation gaps. He
described a “fun” activity that he did in his class of 6th
graders and about how to his surprise, after the lesson,
many of his students indicated that they did not enjoy the
activity. This experience made him realize that there is
sometimes a gap between what teachers think is fun and
what students think is fun.

When | heard this story | felt an immediate

connection. It reminded me of numerous occasions in

which I prepared what I thought was a “simple” activity in
hopes of giving my students an easy victory that would
boost their confidence. Unfortunately, as was the case with
my groupmate, there was a gap between what | thought my
students could do and what they actually could do. While |
had nothing but sympathy for my groupmate, I was a little
relieved to find out that I’'m not the only teacher who
struggles with this problem!

Another one of the students in our group gave us
some advice. He said that sometimes when he’s struggling
with the flow of activities in his class, he likes to imagine
himself as a student in the class. He said that putting
himself in the students’ place can help him understand how
they may feel during the lesson’s activities. I will keep this
in mind as | plan my next classes! Thanks as always for a

wonderful discussion and a great conference!
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