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AL R%Y7 Gloria Christian /MNeieahl (2016 4EREZ BpHERE324) Mala Manurung

It was a great opportunity to join the Fukui
Summer Online Roundtable in the University of
Fukui. My group is from Guatemala, Indonesia,

Philippine and Myanmar. I was given an

opportunity to share about the educational
practices in Indonesia in facing this pandemic

We shared the practices in our countries facing
this pandemic and got lots of key takeaways to
be applied in our context. Even though all of
us have different academic years, there are some
similar strategies used to deal with this
pandemic. One of them was how teachers should
adapt and face the challenges in doing distance
learning. One of the greatest points that I

got was about how to optimize the interaction

between teachers and students 1in distance
learning. We discussed simple steps to ensure
students’ interaction. Teachers could see many
areas to be explored to make sure students can
interact and learn at the same time. We are also
thinking about some integration of subjects that
could be done for making more authentic and
students. The

contextual assessment for

discussion provoked me to explore more areas for

students’ learning and at the same time
enforced me with educational technology
issues. In conclusion, even though we are

facing different boats, we are facing the same
COVID-19 storm. It is good to know how we strive

in dealing with this together.
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I had a wonderful opportunity a few weekends
ago to participate in a roundtable organized and
hosted by the University of Fukui. The
discussion on the first day was mainly from
three education practitioners from America, the
heard their

Philippines and Japan. As I

responses during the discussion, I could not
help but notice that while each of the speakers
came from vastly different contexts, there were

common threads that ran among their responses

The discourse around responses to the COVID-
19 challenge to schools and institutions, for
example, led all three of them to discuss the
importance of community and acknowledge that
communication is critical to adjust, adapt, and
adopt to the new normal in education. I was
particularly taken by a quote from the Japanese
teacher—speaker, who said, “Everyone in school
and the community helped each other to resume
learning for students and for the process to
continue.” This statement explains why a strong
relationship with parents and the community is
critical to schools and the important role both
parents and teachers play in student success,
especially in the current environment where the

pandemic crisis forms its shape.

The other thing that struck me during the
presentations was the creativity and
resourcefulness demonstrated by each of these
three  individuals’ schools. On  several
occasions there was a mention about rising up

to the tests of this year and finding ways to

> Ateneo De Davao A¥ami Miguel Carlo C. Marasigan

overcome obstacles that stand in the way of what
was best for their students. Many from the

speakers’ accounts acknowledged their

school’ s culture of trust, where the faculty

are not the objects of change, but the agents
of change. And along with their partners in the
mission of teaching and learning, they embraced
the coronavirus crisis’ challenges and
elevated their roles to life—changers which had
inspired the participants around the table such

as myself

The lessons I have learned resonated with me
even up to the second day where the discussion
continued. Although participants were grouped
into smaller teams, the conversation just became
richer and more intimate. Some of the sharings
include transforming life outcomes for students
and being committed to working hand in hand with
parents, the community and other people in the
profession to be agents of change amidst the
present pandemic. In the end, the group wanted
to make a difference, not necessarily in the
world, but to the least the smaller world we
were in at that moment. We hope our efforts will
ripple and change the bigger world for the
better, even for a bit. We come from all over
the world in the group, but our common ideals
and our roles as teachers overcome the barriers
of language and culture, which had been the face
of my experience in the University of Fukui’ s

round table.
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Opportunities of a Virtual Roundtable
(o IA4L TP HTETED I NF—7)))

IR AR EBIRK F B

*XTITF R ToF FL—E 5%

NOT Iy T aE&omiTic, IV RT7 =710
FEIZIE, LRV a=7 ¢ —Eilk & BB
MNAEFNTEFE LT, The first virtual roundtable
hosted by the University of Fukui through its
Department of Professional Development of
Teachers was held last June 20 21, 2020. It was
held wvirtually in compliance with safety
regulations against COVID19, and an initiative
to redefine cultivating communities of practice
pandemic. In

opportunities under the

preparation for this event, logistics were no
longer limited to invitations, physical set-up,
theme-related meetings, and paperwork. Stronger
group support and mental readiness were crucial
in being able to troubleshoot any unforeseen
I have been with Zone D: Lesson

occurrences.

Study for the past four years. For this

roundtable, we primarily had to ensure that
everyone in the central committee is on board
with Zoom. The committee has redefined the
meaning of well-being and mutual support to
carry out the roundtable. In addition, we
discussed thoroughly the relevance of the theme
to the participants. Is it because we are in the
pandemic that is why we chose to talk about
measures taken during remote learning? What is
the essence of the topic now that basic
education students are back in school? What
would the participants want to hear and whom can
we learn them from? How can we encourage
participation and interaction in this virtual

roundtable? How do we maximize opportunities for

connection in this online setting? Translation
was one tough job to carry out but it was crucial
in making connections and opening potential
learning (e.g. a natural support system within
Zone D from preparation days to the actual

event).

NUT Iy 7 & opFIT, ERORWERKE L
HTHZEEHMHABICONWTHEHLE Y ZENTE
¥ L7=, Zone D: Lesson Study had three symposium
speakers: Elizabeth Hartmann from Seattle
Satoshi Sawamoto from the attached elementary
school department, and Kristine Dimaculangan
from the Philippines. Hideaki Makita of Ago JHS
served as the commentator. Ms. Hartmann shared
different applications that they had utilized
and stressed the importance of cooperation and
collaboration in supporting students in this
presentation

uncertain time. Mr. Sawamoto’ s

focused on establishing connections during
difficult times. Ms. Kristine talked about how
anywhere, and

learning may happen anytime

cultivating communities that strengthen
learning communities. All three shared similar
challenges from insufficient digital literacy
to anxiety brought by unpreparedness. But they
all emphasized the importance of acknowledging
the difficulties and working hand-in—hand in
solving them. In these difficult times, parents
are partners; communities are partners; other
stakeholders are partners. In the end, we asked
"what is school for? ’what is the real meaning
’where are we going?

of education?’ as we
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redefine education. Heading towards the forum,
participants shared experiences and knowledge
acquired from practices during the pandemic to
understand how one is learning and how education
is being reshaped for the uncertain future. It
was a personal privilege to be with
international teachers both for Saturday and
Sunday sessions. We had participants from the

US, Indonesia, Bhutan, Philippines, Myanmar,

Guatemala and India who are either past
international students of the university or
their invited colleagues. The conversations had
transcended from initial measures during the
pandemic to efforts to transform their practices
to make education more accessible and resilient

to the constantly changing society.

R NFE (andragogy) @ 1 2OJFHIIL, FE O
Fte7m e RICEETOMNENRNHDHZ L TT, On
the second day, my group was composed of a DPDT

graduate, colleagues of current international

students, and my colleagues from the Philippines

Zone E $E%¢
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We were situated in five different time zones:

Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, Myanmar and
Guatemala. We had agreed to take constant short
breaks but not a long lunch break to make our
remaining Sunday more productive. It is because
it is Zoom that time was more flexible for
everyone else. The discussions were light and
fun but still insightful and meaningful. I must
admit that virtual facilitation has stressed me
before, but adult learners are capable of
understanding circumstances and situating their
learning. Two of the tricks that I have learned
is (1) to be

vocal on the design and

expectations of the session, and (2) to begin
from a light note of self-introduction to relax
every member of the group. We decided that
drinks and snacks were acceptable as we listened
and discussed. By encouraging participation
through a system, the participants became more
active and engaged. And in a virtual environment

being straightforward and trusting is one of the

essential keys
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