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Hello! My name is Michael

Wilson Rosero. But most people
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call me “Mhawi”. I am from

Masbate, Philippines.

I am a graduate of linguistics
but my research work on Philippine languages has allowed
me to engage with Filipino teachers and local researchers.
I have become an advocate of the mother tongue-based
multilingual education (MTBMLE) program, working
with leading researchers in various fields (linguistics,
language documentation, speech language pathology). We
conducted fieldwork in various areas in the Philippines and
organized local workshops on grammar and language
materials development. Through this, | became familiar

with issues that teachers in the field often encountered in

Michael Wilson Rosero ¥4~V D« )LV Y
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their profession, e.g., lack of knowledge and understanding
of the new MTBMLE program, lack of materials to be used
in teaching mother tongue, lack of access to professional

development opportunities, among others.

From 2014-2018, | joined the Philippine National
Research Center for Teacher Quality (RCTQ) as a research
officer and was mainly involved in the development of the
Philippine Professional Standards for Teachers (PPST), a
document that articulates teacher quality in the country.
This further provided me an in-depth knowledge of the
issues related professional development of teachers and
teacher quality.

(DepEd) adopted the PPST through Department Order No.

In 2017, the Department of Education

42, s. 2017 and mandated its implementation nationwide.

The new set of standards was used as the basis for the
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teacher performance assessment system and other human
resource systems. | transferred to the Department of
Education in 2019 and worked as a project staff in-charge
of providing technical inputs and assistance to ensure that
such as the RPMS, are

human resource systems,

implemented and functional. | was in-charge of the
management team that trained the national trainers and
facilitators on the RPMS. | also took charge of addressing

the concerns related to the RPMS.

My experience in the research center and DepEd
allowed me to interact and engage with teachers, school
leaders and teacher educators across the Philippines.
Through focus group discussions, interviews and
classroom observations, | learned about the realities of the
Philippine education system and the challenges that the
Philippine education system is currently facing, as well as
possible solutions to these concerns. As the Philippines is
also moving towards reforming the quality school
leadership and provision of professional development for

all school personnel, I realized it was necessary to learn
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more about other models of professional development. The
collaborative nature of DPDT of the University of Fukui
and its work on lesson study piqued my interest. This
convinced me to join the school management reform
program of the Department of Professional Development
for Teachers (DPDT) of the University of Fukui.

The new set of professional standards for teachers has
put a premium not only on content knowledge and
pedagogy but also on collaboration among colleagues and
personal and professional reflection and learning. To
further deepen my knowledge on this, 1 would like to
immerse myself in lesson study, a model of professional
development that Japan is known for and somehow related
to Philippines’ own model, the learning action cell. I am
interested in how teachers develop their reflective practices
and cultivate healthy and lively professional learning
communities and how this translates to quality teaching
and learning. | wish to share this to my fellow educators

when | go back to the Philippines.
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Hello. My name is William
| | Tjipto, but everyone just calls me
William or Will. 1 was born and

| | raised in California, America. My
- j parents are from China, so | spoke
Mandarln Chinese at home. Being raised bilingual made
me interested in languages from an early age, so | also
learned a little Spanish, Swedish, and Japanese in high
school and university, finally graduating with a Bachelor’s
in English. My goal of obtaining an English degree was to
eventually teach the language.

I was lucky to live in Los Angeles where there is a
thriving Japanese nikkei culture around Little Tokyo and
other communities. Over the years, | developed a strong
interest in Japan through making Japanese friends,
experiencing culture, reading about history, watching
modern media, and, of course, consuming delicious food.
In 2014, | accepted a position on the JET (Japan Exchange
and Teaching) Programme as an Assistant Language
Teacher (ALT) with the intent on staying only one year
because | wanted to return back to America to continue my
teaching career.

The JET Programme sent me to Fukui Prefecture. Even
though | had visited Japan three times prior and visited two
dozen prefectures, | had not known much about Fukui
other than the dinosaur museum. It was to my surprise that
I found myself very happily living and working here, more
so than | could ever have imagined. Obama City was much
more beautiful than any other place | have seen and it has
given me a sense of nostalgia for the simpler, but no less
wonderful, life.

WEERBG TOEF LW IBITIINETOE S
AEBHLTWERTA, LU EEIALEDF T A4

TOXRFEEBL T, 29 LIEEEORTRITHIER
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This is now my sixth year working at Obama Daini
Junior High School, more commonly referred to as
“Obama Nichu.” I have been lucky to work with 12 JTEs
(Japanese Teachers of English) teachers during that time,
gaining a lot of skills and knowledge working and teaching
in Japan from them. Moreover, | have had many chances
to visit and teach at several elementary schools, attend
student seminars at high schools all over Fukui, and
volunteer teach at dozens of other events.

In order to further my education while | was working, |
also obtained a TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign
Language) Certification. | also started to look into a
master’s program in Japan as well as online options from
America and England very recently. As fate would have it,
I luckily heard from Wang-sensei during an ALT
ceremony meeting last summer when she told us about the
Master’s in Education program at Fukui University that
was newly open to ALTS.

What drew me to this program was the potential to have
it concurrently happen while working at Obama Nichu
with the permission of my school. Such a program would
further deepen my understanding and experience teaching
in Japan, especially here in Fukui. Now that | have
developed a desire to stay in the future, | knew that this
would potentially be the best possible opportunity for me.

I know English is not an easy subject to learn. Being a
second-generation in America, | saw both the Chinese and
American sides of learning languages, so I can understand
the difficulties of following seemingly strange grammar
rules. My goal is to make students be able to learn English
at all levels proficiently and naturally.
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To do that, my current goal of inquiry is to improve
inherent motivation in my students as well as sharpen my
skills in curriculum development. | want to make a wide
range of engaging lesson plans that are interesting, unique,
and relevant to students of any age, ability level, and
interests. | know that there are many potential methods to
improve education, so | want to continue studying, learning,
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as well as helping others expand their own knowledge.

While | am still early in my program at Fukui University,
I am already learning so much thanks to the experiences,
discussions, and assistance | am receiving from fellow
teachers and professors. | look forward to furthering and
sharing our practice in these upcoming years.
FXALSBBENLET !
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