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My name is Charmoyl
Roopen. I am from Durban,
South Africa. Before coming to
Japan, 1 had studied Graphic

Design and Visual

communication. I had spent 7
years working within the same industry. I specialized in
motion graphics and marketing through digital mediums
(TV commercials and web). Unfortunately, sitting in
front of a computer every day, and the lack of
interaction with people made want to challenge
something new. I studied further to obtain a Bachelor’s
degree, and I acquired a Teach English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL) certification. In 2015 I was accepted
into the Japanese Exchange and Teaching programme
(JET). JET is a programme run by selected governments
across the world, that employs native English speakers
to work as Assistant Language Teachers (ALT). ALT’s
are also meant to promote cultural exchange and
internationalization between our home countries and
Japan. Initially, my intent was to work in Japan for just
1 or 2 years, but within my first year as an ALT, I feel
like I had adapted very well to teaching, and I fell in love
with English language education. I have now been
employed by the Echizen City Department of Education

for almost 5 years as an ALT.

During these 5 years I have visited 17 different
elementary schools in the Echizen City area, taught
thousands of students, and worked with teachers of
varied English teaching ability. Together with these
teachers 1 have drafted lesson plans and created
activities aimed at delivering content that is both
engaging and easy to understand. My design

background has helped me find interesting and creative

ways to deliver English lessons to non-native speakers.

Charmoyl Roopen

VY EAIL o IL—RY
The smiles of students and the trust of teachers have
motivated me to pursue teaching as a serious career. |
believe that to overcome the limitations of being an
ALT, it is necessary to develop the competencies
required by trained teachers. Being part of the DPDT is
an opportunity to develop that pertinent knowledge.

I highly respect all of the elementary school teachers
that I have worked with. During my 5 years here, I have
seen the tremendous amount of responsibilities that they
hold. English teaching is one of them. It is a
responsibility that I wish to share in order to play a more
active and relevant role in English education. Being part
of the DPDT is an opportunity to expose myself to the
fundamental principles that educators follow. It also
allows me to understand the education climate within
Fukui. My primary interest is understanding elements
that encourage student learning. I am curious about the
relationship between the quality of lesson materials,
lesson delivery, student engagement, and information
retention. I want to observe, document and
experiment with creative solutions that encourage

participation and drive students’ passion to learn a new

language.

The last few months of online meetings have already
helped broaden my perspective of how I think about
education. The COVID-19 pandemic has also
challenged us to look at unconventional teaching
methods and re-examine how we teach in times of
uncertainty. I’ve also had a chance to learn a little about
lesson observation. 1 look forward to our future
exchanges. 1 hope the research that I produce will
contribute something of value to this community of

teachers, and help us be the best we can be for our

students.
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Hello! My name is Ryan
Thornton, but please just call me
by my first name, Ryan. ’'m an

“ALT”, or “assistant language

teacher”, currently working as a

tell you a little about why I decided to leave my home

country of America to teach English in Japan.

It all started after I graduated from high school
and my best friend introduced me to the world of anime.
It changed my life. I became fascinated by Japanese
language and culture, and I started studying Japanese on

my own.

Since [ was in college, I decided to make Japanese
my minor field of study. I took the opportunity to study
abroad at Ritsumeikan University in 2009 for a year.
That was one of the best years of my life. I enjoyed
living in Japan so much that I didn’t want to leave,
however I needed to return home to finish my college
degree. I felt defeated but promised myself that one day

I would return.

That day finally came and now I have been
teaching English in Fukui for seven years. I love being
a teacher. I always want to help my students achieve the
best education possible. So, I joined the Middle Leader
Development program at Fukui University this spring to

become a better teacher.

Right from the very beginning of my tenure as a
teacher of English, and as a resident of Fukui, I have

always cherished the same things:

Good Rapport- being friendly with or even just
smiling at my students is a great way to encourage them
to not only want to try speaking English, but also to
brighten their days. A little kindness goes a long way.
Many students want to test their English communication

skills but are too shy to strike up a conversation. Also, |

Ryan Thornton S47PY.vV—YkY

know how difficult it is to study a foreign language and
also that many students aren’t too keen on doing it.
However, if I accomplish nothing else, at the very least
I want to prevent them from disliking English, foreign

cultures, or foreign people.

Being Genuine- I neither use nor encourage the use
of fake English in or outside of the classroom. I am more
than willing to speak more slowly or use simple
language with a student. However, I refuse to use
English incorrectly just for the sake of understanding.
My students are intelligent human beings who are
capable of understanding true English if you are patient

enough.

This year will mark my fifth year working as an ALT
at Usui High School. The students of Usui can best be
described as friendly, inquisitive, and more often than
not, studious. Most of them see the value in studying

hard and can be treated as young adults.

I cooperate with my colleagues every term to create a
curriculum that not only challenges the students but also
evaluates them fairly. The topics we decide on are meant
to expand the students’ world views as well as teach

them practical English skills.

I mainly lead the second years’ T.T. classes. I enjoy
engaging them with projects and presentations about the
topics discussed in class. Recently I have been
experimenting with some project ideas aimed at
allowing the students more agency over what they will
produce and present. While many of my ideas are still
experimental, it is my hope that through the Middle
Leader Development program I can refine them and put

some of them into practice.

In addition to my duties as an instructor at Usui, I also
use my Japanese language abilities to provide an array
of translation support for the school. I also sometimes

interpret for foreign guests.
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During my tenure as a student of DPDT I hope to gain
a deeper understanding of how to encourage my
students to become more intrinsically motivated. I want
my students to be more assertive and independent
learners. Teachers can’t always be around so students
need to learn how to not only think for themselves but

also how to learn for themselves as well.

I also want to learn more about how to create a
better, more engaging learning atmosphere inside of the
classroom. Learning a second language should be fun.

As a fellow language learner I want my students to also
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experience the joy of achieving competency in a foreign

language.

Joining the Middle Leader Development program
at Fukui University is without a doubt the next leg in my
journey as an educator. I'm looking forward to
interacting with both teachers and students from all over
Japan. Just like I always tell my own students, “If you
happen to see me, please stop by and say ‘Hi’.” It would

be my pleasure to talk with you.
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