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In Guatemala | was
working as an
elementary English
and Spanish teacher. |
\ have been teaching for
five years in different private schools in
Guatemala and graduated as a Secondary
Teacher Specialized in Learning Difficulties at
University del Valle de Guatemala (UVG) and
also studied Education and Learning at the
Catholic University Rafael Landivar (URL)
and Educational Innovation at the Galileo
University. Currently 1 am a student from the
Department of Professional Development of
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Teachers (DPDT) of the University of Fukui,
Japan.

My choice to become a teacher was not
made lightly. Many of the great teachers that |
have had throughout my education have
become my role models. | chose to be a
teacher because | realized that teaching is not
just a profession, it is actually a very important
mission. Teachers have the greatest
responsibility of all and are able to shape
children’s lives. The chance to inspire another
human being is not an opportunity it’s a
challenge. There are too many educators that
haven’t accepted this challenge, and it needs
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to change. Students go to school because they
are forced to go. Many times learning is not
their top priority, but the teacher’s job is to
teach. Students are always learning. Since this
is the case, a teacher must not only know the
content, teachers must also be prepared to
teach different things like character, moral,
and things that may prove to be more valuable
than knowledge itself.

The difficulties | encounter as a teacher in
my work environment is the lack of support
from parents. Every year | notice more and
more students without guidance and in some
cases, since they are not able to find guidance
at home they look for it on their friends or
from what they see on internet or movies,
which is not always the most positive
influence.

It is most rewarding for me when | am able
to make a difference in a child’s life, when |
am able to ignite curiosity and growth in my
students, even those that the rest of teachers
believe that there is nothing you can do with.
What | like about teaching is seeing my
students enjoy being at school and learning at
the same time. But as much as teaching can be
rewarding, it can also be frustrating and
stressful when dealing with unmotivated
students, large classes, and heavy workloads.

As teachers we are responsible for planning
and then evaluating our students”
performance. We are responsible for
promoting growth providing additional
assistance and meeting with parents and
school staff to discuss student development
and ways to improve current teaching methods
to better suit students. | personal believe that
as a teacher is my task to add life to my
student’s school day by generating interest in
all the subjects that I teach, even those that can

be tedious for most students. | always try to
have a good sense of humor and the ability to
think like my students, and try to deal with the
wide variety of personality types and ability
levels, while still treating all my students
equally.

Education is a fundamental pillar of growth
for human beings all around the world. Every
country has its own methods in teaching and
raising in order to become part of the unique
culture that is their own. From my experience
so far, here in Japan, education it is less time
to state what students should or should not do,
but rather more of a period to facilitate
discussion on how students would react to a
given situation. There are never wrong or right
answers, just time to talk about the black,
white, and grey areas-just like real life.

My plan for the future is to learn more about
the Japanese education and how they are able
to develop human values like how to be
generous, compassionate, and empathic.
Besides this, children are taught qualities like
self-control and justice. As well, 1 would like to
learn from their educational system and
teaching methods.
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