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Contextualizing Tokkatsu Activities in Egyptian Education

(T T MOEB ~NDORHEDEEH )

Hurghada 1 and 2 Egypt Japanese School (EJS) Principal

After the Egyptian Royal Highness President
Elsisi’s visit to Japan, excitement about the
Japanese education system were broadcasted in
Egyptian media. There were discussions on how
the Japanese style of education has scored a
unique balance in academic and physical
progress, and social and emotional development
of its children. There was a call to adopt this
characteristic of education into our own
Egyptian education system. But | wondered,
‘How can this be done? What specifically can
the Japanese education system bring into
Egypt?” Despite these questions, | was then
happy with the decision of the government. |
was even more elated to be chosen to be part of
the educational experiment known as
Egyptian-Japanese Schools (EJS). In one of the
trainings, |1 was asked by a Japanese expert to
try to put animals (pets) in our school. It was
absurd; yet, | was advised to have them at a spot
where students can actually observe them.
How? Why? That time, | was just thinking of
‘How can we change not only the child’s whole
character but that of the the entire education
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stakeholders community including parents,
teachers and administrators?’

And then the opportunity for a month-long
training on Tokkatsu Activities and Lesson
Study at the University of Fukui came in which 1
brought my desire to investigate for the answers
to my inquiries. What motivates our EJS students
to go to schools even during holidays? How are
the morning and afternoon meetings, welcome
ceremonies, etc. be implemented? | want to
understand why our president chose Japan for
our educational reform. At the very least, | was
more focused on finding out the magic spirit of
Tokkatsu and how it is pioneering the world.
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In Fukui, 1 admired the strong communities of
practices that tire the hidden ropes (or lay down
the foundation?) of collaboration present in the
whole society. The whole society share the
common feeling of responsibility towards
children. There, teachers are their own
communities of practice; parents’ team is
considered as a main assistant to the entire
school. 1 felt everyone’s passion of getting
pupils to be always ready to learn even if they
failed; this is a healthy phenomenon to learn
through trial and error. The University of Fukui
team tried hard to put us on that track of
learning by action, and insisted to pass over the
value of documentation as the corner stone of
pedagogy on scaffolding active learning so that
we can implement tokkatsu in our respective
schools. I was impressed with students who
were documenting their performance with full
honesty and accuracy. Holding classroom
discussions and presentations is a major
component to promote independence among
students. | also appreciated how they are able to
shift any curriculum and content to be part of
practice.

After the training, we adapted a simple
tokkatsu model focusing on communities of
practice here in EJS Hurghada. My first mission
was to set up the base school for our community
of practice among six schools. The first idea to
get everyone on board is to conduct a lesson
study on classroom discussion and instructions.
To do this, | thought of using the theme,
¢ imitating the farmer’s life and desert’s life’ for
student learning. In this project, we involved the
team of teacher and parents, and other
stakeholders in brainstorming. The teachers
were divided into groups with specific roles.
The security and workers in the schools also
contributed from the lead of students and their
contribution to project. The parents, most
surprising of all, supported the whole endeavor
to ensure that students will be able to imitate
and experience the essence of the two lives.
Aside from these communities, | also received
support from tokkatsu master trainers by
guiding us in the outline of the project and how

it can be achieved. The support of each
community to the project is beyond impressive.
Now, | understand the worth of following the
Japanese frame of education. More importantly,
it is necessary to add you own flavor to plant the
seeds of good human beings in the appropriate
land.
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Teaching Practice Challenges with TBLT
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| believe that teaching is a profession which
needs to be upgraded continuously, and the
engagements with the learners in the school
enrich continuing professional development.
As an intern for my professional development,
| keep observing the teaching sequences of the
English lessons in Fuzoku. | have also joined
lesson study meetings to deepen the
understanding of school culture and the
teachers’ professional development. Through
observations and participations in discussions
concerning students’ learning, those opened
my eyes to perspective on English education
and | could realize how the students learn the
language and language teaching should be.

In my interpretation from the observations,
the students in Fuzoku are mostly asked to
practice explicitly-presented vocabulary and
grammar patterns individually, as a group or
the whole class. They probably have some
homework for writing or supplementary
exercises for repetitive practice of the intended
patterns and new vocabulary. They are usually
given the activity which is related to the topic
in the English text and intended for speaking.
The activity topic is so familiar with the
students that they will pay less intention on it

Naing Win Soe

but when it comes to some topics which are of
their future interest of work or visit, they get
probably engaged in the lesson actively. So,
choosing the activity topic is crucial according
to their interest. Sometimes, explicit-taught
grammatical structures are given to be used in
the activity but vocabulary is not restricted for
extended looking up in the electronic
dictionary.  Virtually,  explicit-presented
grammar and vocabulary are embedded in the
activity of direct speaking which is directly
designed for speaking activity or indirect
speaking: writing activity precedes the
speaking activity as a homework or instant
writing on the purpose of presentation by solo
or pairs or to the class in front of the
classmates. In this kind of practice, form focus
precedes language use in the production stage
which gets the students well-performed in
accuracy of the writing rather than fluency in
speaking. Although writing stage is a
preparation step for gradual development of
speaking skill, it does not seem to be natural
and authentic communication with the use of
pre-taught grammatical structures in the
writing which will be used as a speaking
activity later. So, | think the students will

10 United Graduate School of Professional Development of Teachers, University of Fukui, Nara Women’s University, and Gifu Shotoku Gakuen University
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perform better in accuracy more than in
fluency.

To resolve this difficulty of fluency in
speaking, | like to propose TBLT when | teach
English to the students in Fuzoku since it can
be applied back in Myanmar. With the change
of oral proficiency rather than reading
comprehension, the nature of language and of
learning, teaching methods have been shifted
from grammar translation method to
audiolingual method through communicative
language teaching (CLT) which underpins
task-based language teaching, an alternative of
traditional teaching methods like PPP (present,
practice and produce). As a teaching plan,

Communicative activities are designed on the
graded sequences of tasks which are spiraled
on the purpose of improving fluency first and
then accuracy. Many traditional teaching
methodologies begin by teaching grammatical
forms and then go on to set communicative
activities in which they believe learners will
be able to use those forms (Dave Willis &
Jane Willis, 2007). In contrast, in this design,
meaning-focused activities precede
form-focused activities which help the
language to be developed. This will be a big
challenge for me since the specific linguistic
features are prescribed to learn in the textbook
for the examination.

Task Sequence on Spiral Design

For the first stage, it has been recently done
with the students’ votes on proposed four
topics related to the topic in the textbook. It is
important to identify a topic based on the
students’ interest, levels of their proficiency
and the content familiarity. Even in the
exam-oriented class of Grade Nine, the topics
can be identified and selected according to the
students’ needs and interests. Topics can be
identified and chosen from feature in the
learners’ English textbooks. Referring to one
of the principles of OECD, the students were
given choice to decide the communicative
topic by themselves. This would help student
to inspire their own learning. However, there
will be a great challenge to design
communicative tasks which includes specific
grammar points in prescribed textbook.
Although the topic decided by the students is
related to the topic in the textbook, contents

AR
are not much similar as the topic chosen. The
idea of considering those contents in the new
topic will not be possible. In addition,
designing the graded sequence of tasks with
the level of the students’ language proficiency
and motivation will be a great challenge for
me.

Creative teacher, both novice and veteran,
has new challenges to make the lessons
interesting to his or her students even in old or
new class. There will be plenty more of
challenges for a teacher like me who will
teach English, using it as a medium of
instruction to students of different culture and
language (Japanese will be used if the students
don’t understand the instructions). However,
those challenges are presumed to be good
opportunities for me as  continuing
professional development and evidences of
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teaching practice for student-teachers back to
my country as a teacher of methodology in
university of education. Then, | hope

collaboration with the teachers and students,
reflection in and on the actions will lead me to
the success of the teaching learning process.
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