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Good day. I am Pauline Anne Therese M. Mangulabnan. I am
from the Philippines. In the Philippines, I used to teach
Mathematics and Mathematics Education at De La Salle
University Manila. At the same time, I was working as a
Secondary School Principal at Lilyrose School. Currently, I am a
first year graduate student under University of Fukui’s
Department of Professional Development for Teachers (DPDT)
School Leader Course. Also, I am assigned to teach in Fuzoku
Junior High School. I wish to learn about Japan’s Education
System, to experience first hand Japan‘s educational culture, and
to be immersed in the Japanese way of living. I think that this is
the best way for me to learn and to hopefully be able to contribute,
too, to the people I am working with. I am indeed pleased to meet
you.

I decided to be a mathematics teacher because I enjoy
mathematics, [ like dealing with kids, and I think that
mathematical knowledge can make people’s lives better. I like
mathematics because I do need memorization to learn or to be
able to solve a problem. Moreover, in mathematics, it is possible
to have a variety of solution for a single problem — each one
unique to the learner. Hence, this attribute of mathematics
developed my self-confidence when I was younger; I realized that
I am capable of thinking and creating my own learning. For me,
the best part of learning mathematics is that moment when one
sees how different concepts connect whenever a new idea is
realized. This is the feeling that [ want to share with my students
before, now, and in the future.

For this to materialize inside the classroom, I have three major
principles that I share with teachers and/or practice with my
students. The first principle is that mathematics is deeply learned
by students who appreciate the subject. Students can appreciate
mathematics in at least three ways: 1) when they learn how to
apply mathematics in real life or in various situations, 2) when
they experience the thrill of finding patterns and discovering
something new, and 3) when they learn how mathematics can
help them in problem-solving. The appreciation of the beauty and
power of mathematics will help them to learn mathematics better.
Thus, it is very important that the first goal of a mathematics
teacher is to make students appreciate mathematics.

The second principle is that a mathematics class should be
designed in such a way that students will have an opportunity to

think of their own learning (metacognition) and analyze the
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progress and level of their learning (reflection). The goal of
mathematics is for the students to develop their own way of
thinking which should be logical and clear. And for this to be
achieved, students should be guided accordingly. For example, in
my class, my students answer questions like, ‘How can you solve
this problem in another way?’ ‘Which part of the lesson is most
confusing for you?’ ‘If I change the given, what will happen to
the answer?’ ‘If you will have to explain to your classmate your
solution, how will you do it?” Once a student knows his
weaknesses and strengths, then the student can also learn well
with his peers.

The last principle is that a mathematics teacher should teach
and encourage the art of questioning. Students in a mathematics

class should be able to ask their own questions and discover
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things for themselves. But the road to discovery is difficult to
achieve if the student is not guided accordingly. A math teacher
should be able to provide questions or subtle hints that will enable
the student to think on his own without spoonfeeding.

As a school principal, I have learned that the quality and
disposition of teachers constitute the most important aspect of a
school. The implementation of the school curriculum, the
handling of the students (and their parents), the school culture and
reputation heavily rely on the teachers. Hence, if they do not work
as a team or teachers do not feel satisfied with their environment,
the school will also suffer. A happy teacher makes a happy
student. An informed teacher creates a thinking student. A teacher
with a vision produces a learning student and a learning

institution.
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