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“Do not go gentle into that good night.”

IRVI—F—Ea—2 2 45/ Bl sk Saeeda Ali

The summer intensive course came and went like
sudden, intense Caribbean shower during the dry
season. Uncomfortable, shocking, terribly
inconvenient. Not for the first time I chastised
“This is what you signed up for, this

isn’ t it?” The

myself,
is what you want and need,
courses for a

sessions are called ‘intensive’

reason - the summery sessions amidst the
scorching heat and non-refreshingly moisture-—
saturated air does have a tendency to remind one

that this is in fact, a master’ s degree

Yet another thing about those dry season
Caribbean showers is the feeling that comes
after. It s still hot and you re still
bothered, but there’ s something pleasant about
the way nature and your surroundings look. The
sun emerges yet again, and all those pure

rainwater—covered surfaces are aureate from
sunlight. Life resumes, and it can feel like a
reset as you plunge back into the world once

again.

Although difficult, my second summer intensive
cycles were not as difficult as my first. I knew
what to expect and I knew the process of reading
and knew that the expectations I had placed on
myself were just a bit higher than what I felt
like I was capable of, which meant I could reach
them. I was ready to share my ideas and hear the
range of perspectives from my peers and
professors, all of whom I deeply respect. I feel
like these cycles, my final summer cycles, where
a wonderful, if trying, coalescence of ideas and
opinions and advice and I feel like I too, am
perpetually aureate from these conversations

here at the University of Fukui.

I felt it this time,
before the final push ahead to the finish line

that I was on the edge

I could work on my long—term practice record for
these sessions and feel that burning motivation
but also desperation to create a record that
reflected me, my life, my passion for life and
A record that spells clearly
that I know I’ m

this industry.
(through poetic language)
supposed to be doing this kind of work here in

Japan.

Working on my practice through the university
has encouraged me to explore all the difference
facets of myself as an educator, and I have been
both guided and shown that I have the freedom
to explore many avenues and grant myself the
grace to become the best educator I can possibly
be. I love learning together with students, 1
love talking with them, I love seeing them
become adults and figure out their places in the
world. I love teaching, and I love being able

to do it through English as a foreign language

I’ m so excited to share the experiences leading
to this steady, true passion through my practice
record. I’ m even more excited to continue this
work well into future after I’ ve earned my

degree

“Do not go gentle into that good night” is a
line from a poem of the same title by Dylan
Thomas. It has always resonated with me, and

it s apt to express my determination for

achieving my goals, if that wasn’ t evident
before. To me, it means to fight against all the
odds with burning determination to live life and
achieve one’ s goals. To not do things passively,
but to stride with purpose towards and through

your dreams.
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