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October 1n Review

IRW—F—sa—= 14/ kepdiphazke Caleb Dykens

The October conference was a time to meet new
friends and share our goals for the remainder of the
school year. The morning session consisted of self-
introductions from our exchange teachers and
learning about the situations of their home schools.
During the afternoon session, the local ALTs in my
group shared our current situations and goals for the
2" and 3" semesters while gaining valuable advice
and insight from our visitors.

New Faces

We were lucky enough to share a discussion with
several MEXT exchange teachers that came from
several countries. [ was able to meet a couple of them
this time and I’m looking forward to hearing from the
others in future monthly discussion. For this
newsletter I’ll give a brief summary of what I learned
about the different schooling situations. I’ll do my
best to accurately retell what I heard. If I made any
clerical mistakes please correct me, and for anyone
who wishes to know more about each country’s
situation, I encourage you to directly ask our guests
for more details and build a shared connection!
Botswana

We began by hearing about a school system in
Botswana. There are 30 children for each of the 46
teachers, which is much bigger than any of my
schools. Unfortunately, there are not many
opportunities for teachers to meet and share ideas
with each other. The only significant meeting occurs

before the large, standardized exams, but it serves

mostly as a formality and most of the faculty do not
attend to learn from others or share their ideas.

The teachers are worked very hard, having to fit 8
subjects into a 4 hour block. Due to the intense time
restraints, teachers are forced to focus on the syllabus
and many children are struggling to maintain
motivation in such a busy schedule. Children with
autism or other learning difficulties are put under
immense strain under such a heavy workload. The
system doesn’t have the resources to slow down or
assist them, leaving supervisors and psychologists to
ignore the issues. Struggling students continue to
struggle and without intervention only continue to
fall behind. The teachers that want to improve the
system are trying their best, but the lack of a
supportive network leaves the situation feeling
daunting. I hope our guests visiting Fukui University
can continue to discuss their situations so we can
learn from each other to improve both Botswana’s
and Fukui’s schools.

The Philippines

We also had to opportunity to hear about the
Philippines. Our guest’s school has 140 teachers and
6000 students. Wow! The teacher network is very
strong with multiple meetings a year and a variety of
themes. One interesting type of meeting is the
Learning Action Cell where teachers will share their
specialties and put on interactive lessons for each
other. These can be fun activities like cooking courses
or ICT training. The fun atmosphere lets teachers get
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to know each other and make strong bonds. LACs
happen every week and outside speakers will come in
to share as well.

The Philippines also have important in-service
training meetings and Gender and Development
conferences. In-service training conferences happen
twice a year. The Gender and Development
conferences give the teachers an opportunity to
discuss their mental health and important social

topics. I would like to see similar activities for

English teachers in Fukui. It would be nice to create
a friendly network where we could broaden our
experiences and learn from our peers. I hope that
Fukui can continue to improve its teaching methods
and help the students that need a little extra help. I
believe the current local schooling system’s weakest
link is the support of children with special needs.
Perhaps a conference like the ones in the Philippines
could help.
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