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Learning from Japan

The Sukkur Institute of Business Administration (IBA) university, Assistant Professor

It was a cold, misty morning as we embarked
upon a train from Fukui rail station in Japan to visit
Compulsory Education School attached to the
Faculty of Education, University of Fukui. The visit
was part of an EDU-Port Japan training hosted by the
University, whereby educationists from Pakistan,

Malawi and Uganda participated.

Our morning train journey was sweetened by a
melodious public announcement voice - like a cuckoo
singing “Fukui....Fukui.” The melodious whisper
instilled a fresh tune of aesthetics, rhythm and

harmonious tempo of Japanese life and culture.

At the school entrance, we were asked to take off
our shoes and wear the slippers provided. This act
dignifies keeping the school’s energy clean from any
outside influences. Walking through the corridor, we
noticed brooms and cleaning clothes put on stakes,
which students utilized for cleaning the school
themselves. This daily discipline is an integral part of
the education and character building of children. No
wonder clean schools are mirrors of a clean and neat

society.

Al Karim Datoo

The lesson we observed was located within 7th-
grade social studies curriculum, and the unit theme

was about the African continent.

The teacher employed inquiry-based learning
(IBL). This method of learning puts students at the
centre where the students lead the inquiry, frame the
inquiry questions, investigate, analyze interpret data,

and present their findings.

One of the foremost and most important steps in

this regard is framing the question of inquiry.

The inquiry question was: What can Uganda and
Malawi do to improve the lives of their people? 1
was impressed by the framing of the inquiry question.
It is worth noticing that the teacher actively interprets
the curriculum. This shows that teachers do not think
about the delivery of curriculum content only but then
interpret the curriculum and turn it into inquiry-based
learning where students can engage in researching,
analyzing, understanding and sharing their learnings.
Thus, curriculum is enacted through interaction
between the teacher, subject matter, learners, and the
milieu, often known as the four common places of

curriculum.
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The inquiry question was: What can Uganda and
Malawi do to improve the lives of their people? 1
was impressed by the framing of the inquiry question.
It is worth noticing that the teacher actively interprets
the curriculum. This shows that teachers do not think
about the delivery of curriculum content only but then
interpret the curriculum and turn it into inquiry-based
learning where students can engage in researching,
analyzing, understanding and sharing their learnings.
Thus, curriculum is enacted through interaction
between the teacher, subject matter, learners, and the
milieu, often known as the four common places of

curriculum.

The inquiry question was: What can Uganda and
Malawi do to improve the lives of their people? 1
was impressed by the framing of the inquiry question.
It is worth noticing that the teacher actively interprets
the curriculum. This shows that teachers do not think
about the delivery of curriculum content only but then
interpret the curriculum and turn it into inquiry-based
learning where students can engage in researching,
analyzing, understanding and sharing their learnings.
Thus, curriculum is enacted through interaction
between the teacher, subject matter, learners, and the
milieu, often known as the four common places of

curriculum.

The second session brought the visiting teachers
from Malawi and Uganda to join the students’ groups
as insider experts. This was an impressive
synchronization of the visiting expert's resources with
the ongoing learning processes. This reflects
situational awareness of the teacher who has a well

thought and planned lesson enactment. Impressive!

The students and the visitors on ecach table
discussed and exchanged points of views. This
discussion helped clarify and contextualize the
information based on which the students further

reflected and refined their perspectives.

=

The subsequent third session further solicited
input and reflections from the students and visiting
experts. Again, the deliberation helped deepen the
students' learning.  For example, in one group
discussion moved on the issue of poverty moved to
the underlying causes like social injustice and
corruption that result in usurpation and unequal
distribution of resources, oppressing the poor and
causing the countries’ underdevelopment. This
movement of learning from diagnostic to analytical to
critical was evident in and through discourse. The
session concluded through students offering some
recommendations to the set inquiry question, as one
student remarked, "we would like to start a child-to-
child support program" for the children in Malawi and
Uganda. Another student added a critical suggestion,
as she asserted, "The natural resources of these
countries should be owned by the local people and not

overtaken by the foreign companies, so the locals get

their due benefits", a very profound point made.

After the session, we collectively reflected in a
round table setting. This group reflection included
views of the visiting educators, senior professors,
student teachers, and international development
workers internees. The teacher noted the points and
said he will communicate our feedback to the
students, who will further revise and finalize their
findings for the whole class presentation in the

following fourth session.

I was deeply impressed by the level of
professional commitment and dedication of the
teacher and the collaborators towards the learners and
the learning. The process reflected thorough planning,
effective design, synchronization of resources, and
well-orchestrated expert inputs culminating into a

masterpiece of a pedagogic craft.

I realized the power of social studies lessons
generated by the committed and professional

pedagogue. The 7th-grade learners were learning
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about doing development as globally engaged young
citizens. The learners were active knowledge co-

creators. So much was invested in one learning unit.

It was an “ichi go ichi-e” — once in a lifetime
opportune moment to cherish — as the Japanese
expression goes, a memorable learning encounter that
leaves a lifetime imprint on my mind and heart, and
keeps reverberating like a melodious cuckoo’s voice
- “bringing thousand visionary hours” ;

Wordsworth!
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